CHAPTER VI
PROCESSING FARM PRODUCTS
FARMERS produce raw materials primarily. To a relatively small extent it is true that cream is processed into butter, milk into cheese, and live stock into fresh meat by farmers. Processing or putting products into their consumable form upon farms has continuously become less and less important as agriculture has become more highly commercialized. The decline of processing on farms has been made possible because middlemen, whether privately or cooperatively employed, have demonstrated superior efficiency in rendering this service. Farm processing or finishing of raw materials is largely confined to regions where either production is sparse or consumption unusually dense. It persists as a practice in those places where middlemen cannot economically operate or where farmers are so numerous and farms so small that surplus time exists which it is desirable to utilize in this manner. Frequently, farm processing provides a means of economically using time which would otherwise be lost.
Wherever the time of farmers is not wholly consumed to the best advantage by specializing in their farm operations, and where at the same time farm processing is the next most remunerative kind of work available, it is likely to continue in spite of the competition of middlemen. For most farmers, however, division of labor is more economical. This is shown by the fact that opposition to private creameries has resulted not in reversion to farm butter-making but in a change to cooperative Creameries. As a general rule, antagonism to or
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